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Lets look at the name of the course. (The title). The word school as a layman knows it refers to an educational institution that imparts education at the primary or secondary level. It’s a formal organization.  The term “school” in this context refers to a group of people who become associated ideologically and sometimes geographically with the leader of a movement. Ideological association implies that these people have some similar ideas or beliefs e.g. 

1. All of them see eye to eye about how a discipline should be defined. (The early behaviorists were convinced that psychology should be defined as the science of (observable) behavior).

2. They agree about the subject matter (The functionalists were interested in studying the fundamental utilities of consciousness)

3. They have a consensus about what methods should be used to go about studying their subject matter. (The structuralists relied on and trusted introspection)

Geographical association means that they may have actual physical contacts with each other and may work together. Schools typically have leaders also. By leader of a school (Also sometimes known as founder) we mean a prominent individual who has the biggest contribution in giving birth to or shaping a school. (Sigmund Freud is recognized as the founder of Psychoanalysis). Of course every other person cannot become the founder of a school. Only people with a high level of intelligence, creativity and initiative can become leaders of a movement. 

As we discussed earlier the topic “Schools of Psychology” can very appropriately be placed within broader area of study called “the history of Psychology”. Naturally we would want to know why there is a need to study history at all. There are a number of reasons:

1. The knowledge of a field’s past is part of its total knowledge. And if we just concentrate on the present, we will acquire just a partial understanding of the field and not a complete/thorough/comprehensive/total understanding. 

2. The history of Psychology is considered by psychologists to be a very important area of study and specialization. As a matter of fact this interest is the very factor that has caused the formalization of this area and this interest bears testimony that the area is worth studying. It’s worth your time. And it’s worth the effort.

3. History is not necessarily boring. Michael Jackson released a music album by the name of “HiStory”. If you look at this the term His Story is concealed in the word History which shows that one’s history is actually a series of stories and stories are always interesting provided they are told in an interesting manner. 

